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Critically discuss to what extent does Jersey reflect the economic, social and 

environmental characteristics of small island states? 

Introduction  

Jersey is 9 miles by 5 miles (14 kms by 8 kms) with an area of 45 miles2 (116kms2). Its permanent 

population is over 97,000, located 100 miles (160 kms) south of mainland Britain, 14 miles (22 kms) 

from the coast of France and  is the most southerly island of the British Isles. (Jersey.com, 2012). 

 

  

Figure 1 and 2: Map of Jersey and its proximity to the UK and France (Google.com, 2012) 

 

It’s divided into 12 parishes (see figure 3) which are presided by their own Constable who oversees 

civil matters and a Rector overseeing ecclesiastical issues. The legislature is formally known as ‘The 

States of Jersey’. The are 53 members elected by Jersey’s population. The States comprise of the 

President of the Assembly (the Bailiff); the Lieutenant Governor, 12 Senators; the 12 parish 

Constables, 29 Deputies, the Dean of Jersey, the Attorney-General and the Solicitor-General. All have 

a right to speak in the States Assembly, however only the elected members have a right to vote. The 

casting vote is made by the Bailiff (who is appointed by the Crown and acts as speaker). The 

government system comprises of a Council of Ministers and several Scrutiny Panels. There are a 

maximum of 23 ministerial positions (10 Ministers and 13 Assistant Ministers) and up to 30 other 

members sitting on Scrutiny Panels, totalling 53 State members. (States of Jersey Statics Unit, 2010).  
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Figure 3: The 12 parishes of Jersey (States of Jersey Statics Unit, 2010). 

 

Economic Characteristics  

Traditionally, Jersey’s economy has been driven by agriculture, fishing and knitwear. Jersey also has 

a variety of dairy products exported linked to the Jersey Cow, with a total of 5090 cattle in 2009. The 

largest poultry activity in Jersey is egg production (States of Jersey Statics Unit, 2010). 

In 2009, agricultural land accounted for 57% of the island’s area with the main crop of the island 

famous Jersey Royal New potato been the dominant crop produced (States of Jersey Statics Unit, 

2010).  

Jersey also has a tradition for Ormer farming, a shellfish indigenous to Channel Island waters. The 

Ormer is a rare marine snail and is regarded as a delicacy (Jersey.com, 2012). However, its Lobster 

fishing and aquaculture that provided the highest catch values. The highest annual yield within this 

industry is from the Pacific Oyster. Table 1 provides annual yield and landed catch values for the 

years 2005 – 2009 for the aquaculture and fisheries industry of Jersey.  

The Knitwear industry has been established for almost 400 years, the most common item produced 

is sweater named the ‘Jersey pullover’; with the main export market been the UK and France 

(Jersey.com, 2012). However, this all but ceased in the early 1800’s as a result of the European 

mechanised textile industry (Carter, 2012). 
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Table 1: The annual yield and landed catch values for the years 2005 – 2009 for the aquaculture and 

fisheries industry of Jersey (States of Jersey Statics Unit, 2010) 

 

Since 1962, the Finance industry has dominated Jersey’s economy, providing approximately 50% of 

the States Gross Domestic Product [GDP] and 60% of the Government tax income. Although Jersey 

has been popular with affluent individuals since Napoleonic times as a result of its low 20% income 

tax; Jersey.com (2012) identifies that this domination is due to the abolishment of the capped 5% 

interest rate. Other influences for this industry boom include the Island’s stable government and 

close proximity to both the UK and Europe. Jersey is now classed as an International Financial Centre 

[IFC], with 45 banks and over 33,000 registered companies. More than £187 billion deposited in the 

Island at any one time’ which 68% is in foreign currency. 

The States of Jersey Statistical Unit (2010) adopted the concept of Gross Value Added [GVA] to 

measure the economic activity in Jersey appropriately. “GVA is the sum of profits of businesses and 

earnings of employees…. At basic prices, the 2009 total GVA for Jersey was £3.6 billion, 43% of which 

was provided by the Financial Services Industry”.  Figure 1 shows a breakdown by sector of the 2009 

total GVA. In addition, the 2009 total expenditure on goods and services by Jersey’s finance sector 

was £670 million, and more than half of this total was spent in Jersey.  
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Tourism is also very important to Jersey’s economy, both in terms of the revenue generated and the 

infrastructure for use by the permanent residents and visitors (Jersey.com, 2012). In 2010, there 

were a total of 685,200 visitors, with an estimated total visitor on-island spend of £230 million. 74% 

of the leisure visitors that stayed were from the UK, compared with 11% from France, 4.9% from 

other Channel Islands and 3.2% from Germany. (Jersey Tourism, 2010). (For more information see 

table 4). 

 

Figure 4: A breakdown by sector of the 2009 total GVA. (States of Jersey Statics Unit, 2010) 

 

Social Characteristics  

For a small island, Jersey has a high population density and is often compared to other small island 

states such as Bermuda, Guernsey and Malta (Boleat, 2010). (By comparison, Boleat (2010) also 

states that Far Eastern territories such as Singapore and Hong Kong have population densities in the 

region of seven times that of Jersey’s). 

The States of Jersey Statistics Unit (2009) collated data regarding the resident population.  This 

identified that Jersey has a per km2 density almost double of England and almost triple of the UK 

overall (see table 2).  
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Table 2: Population density of Jersey and other Jurisdictions (States of Jersey Statistics Unit, 2010) 

However, according to the 2011 census, the population of Jersey has increased to 97,857; making 

the population density 844/km2. (BBC, 2011). Although figure 1 shows that the majority of the major 

towns on the island are located within close proximity to the coast, 32% (28,310 residents) of the 

population resides in the island’s capital – St Helier (Jersey.com, 2012). 

Boleat (2010) suggests that this population increase is a result of the growth of the Financial Services 

industry in Jersey (particularly from 1951-1991 when there was a 52% population increase). The 

Finance industry also supports the Hospitality industry as many visitors use the island to conduct 

Finance related business on the island). Boleat (2010) continues stating that “Finance is the ideal 

industry for an Island like Jersey that wants to grow but at the same time limit its population”. 

Jersey’s culture of conservatism and an insular approach to administrative matters has its 

foundations in the Island’s history (see table 4). Jersey’s current relationship to the European Union 

[EU] adds to Jersey’s insular mind set. Bisson (2012) identifies that Jersey is neither a member state 

nor associate member of the EU; it has a special relationship with the EU governed by special 

protocol to the UK’s Treaty of Accession in 1972 (protocol 3). It is part of the customs tertiary of the 

Economic Community and part of the free market for the single movement of goods. However, EU 

rules regarding the freedom of movement for workers don't apply, it’s not part of the single market 

in financial services, nor is it required to implement EU directives on movement of capital or 

company law or money laundering (Jersey has its own commitment in meeting international 

standards in those matters). Also, Jersey born residents who don’t have any alliance to any other EU 

state are not classed as EU citizens; they are ‘Islanders’. However, they are full British citizens and 

treated as such for purposes of immigration and nationality.  
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Environmental Characteristics  

Strict planning laws have been created in Jersey to protect the natural environment on the island. 

(Jersey.com, 2012) The planning and Environment Department is divided into two core activity areas 

– the Environment and the Planning and Building Services. The Environment Division is responsible 

for fisheries and Marine Resources; Environmental Management and Rural Economy; Environment 

Policy and Awareness; Environmental Protection; Veterinary Services and Metrological Services. 

Planning and Building Services are responsible for Development control; Building Control and Policy, 

Projects and Historic Environment.  These two divisions have a combined total of 39 pieces of 

legislation (plus subordinate acts) to administer. Although Jersey is not part of the EU, the 

department also administers 30 EU Directives and International Conventions (known as Multi-Lateral 

Environmental Agreement [MEAs]), with another 8 been worked towards an extension to ratification 

(States of Jersey, 2011). Examples are provided in table 3.  

Environmental 
legislation 

Planning and Building 
Services legislation 

MEAs – ratification 
extended to Jersey 

MEAs – Jersey working 
towards extension to 
ratification 

Agricultural Land (Control 
of Sales and Leases) 
(Jersey) Law 1974 

Planning and Building 
(Environmental Impact) 
(Jersey) Order 2006 

Convention of 
International Trade in 
Endangered Species 
(CITES) (1973/ 1979) 

UPOV International 
Convention for the 
Protecti9on of New 
Varieties of Plants (1961) 

Conservation of Wildlife 
(Jersey) Law 2000* 

Planning and Building 
(Island Plan) (Jersey) 
Order 2007* 

Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands of International 
Importance especially as 
Waterfowl Habitat 
(1972/ 1976) 

MARPOL: The Prevention 
of Pollution from Ships 
(1973), (as modified by 
the protocol of 1978) 

Pesticides (Jersey) Law 
1991 

High Hedges (Jersey) Law 
2008 

International Convention 
for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment of 
the North East Atlantic 
(OSPAR) (1992/2000) 

Intervention on the High 
Sea in Cases of Oil 
Pollution Casualties 
(1969) 

Planning and Building 
(Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Jersey) 
Order 2006 

 Kyoto Protocol to the 
United Nations 
Framework Convention 
on Climate Change 
(1997) 

Stockholm Convention on 
Persistent Organic 
Pollutants (2001) 

Sea Beaches (Removal of 
sand and stone) (Jersey) 
Law 1963 

 Convention on 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment in a Trans-
boundary Context, 
(Espoo Convention) 
(1991/ 1997) 

 

Waste Management 
(Jersey) Law 2007 

 Convention for the 
protection of the worlds 
cultural and natural 
heritage (1972/ 1996) 

 

*Pinel (2012) Identified these pieces of legislation that set out the international responsibilities Jersey has towards the land (Ecology 1, 

2012) 

Table 3: Examples Administrative responsibilities of the Planning and Environment Department 

(States of Jersey, 2011) 
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By choosing to be selective in the legislation and directives set out by the EU; it could be suggested 

that Jersey provides evidence to support Smith’s (1994) statement regarding the adoption of the 

Integrated Coastal Zone Management [ICZM] principles. Smith states: 

“An island nation's ICM program must reflect its particular circumstances and the direction of its 

development initiatives ….. small island problems require small island solutions. An approach is 

needed that is largely process oriented and merges modern assessment and management tools with 

traditional systems. Otherwise, the possibility of obtaining the interest, involvement and 

commitment of traditional communities will be limited, and these communities are at the centre of 

the coastal management equation.” 

Although the coastal zone is in essence the whole island and so an essential part of the island’s 

environment; the concept of ICZM is based on developed countries experiences, where the national 

and subnational power levels are balanced; these experiences may not be suitable for small island 

nations such as Jersey where a traditional culture prevails (Huang, 1998). In the case of Jersey, Morel 

(2012) states that in relation to EU directives (excluding those related to trade which the island is 

legally bound to), Jersey has “latitude on them”. Jersey’s administration can be selective in what it 

adopts; basing their decisions on Jersey’s ability to deliver certain responsibilities laid out in the EU 

directives. Although Jersey always aims to achieve all of the ICZM principles, the decisions need to 

remain realistic about what Jersey has the ability to achieve. It would be more appropriate to say 

Jersey adopts a ‘best practice’ strategy of delivery. 

Conclusion  

The information provided in table four identifies that in many ways Jersey is a stereotypical small 

island state. Although Briguglio (1995) suggests that generally, it’s regarded that the size and 

geographical isolation of small island states may adversely affect the economic growth performance 

and these are often sources of economic vulnerability. However, Armstrong & Read (2000) also 

suggest that realistically this ‘economic vulnerability’ appears to have a positive, rather than 

negative, association with economic growth performance. This is supported by Bertram (2003) 

during an investigation of small island states in the Pacific region. Jersey was one of 32 small island 

states compared with well-defined patron states; identifying the per capita GDP of the small island 

state, its political classification to its patron state and the per capita GDP of the patron state. Of the 

16 small island states with the highest GDP per capita in the sample, 15 were dependant of their 

patron state. Jersey had the second highest GDP per capita and also beat the UK by £2000 (an 8.77% 

improvement of UK’s GDP per capita).  

As well as its size and geographic location, the three main industries also assist to strengthen 

Jersey’s economy. Regarding tourism McKinnon (2004) states that the “foreign exchange earnings 

from tourism can subsequently also be used to import capital goods to produce goods and services, 

which in turn leads to economic growth”. Other economic benefits resulting from tourism include tax 

revenues, employment (which is often labour intensive) and additional sources of income (Uysal & 

Gitelson, 1994). 
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Rawlings (2005) suggests that Offshore Finance Industry is a long term strong primary industry for 

Jersey’s economy by stating “It is far too important to the workings of contemporary capital to 

simply vanish. What is occurring is a contestation between institutions of international governance 

and offshore financiers, between practitioners and tax compliance regulators, to define what the 

offshore actually is and what it can and should become…. The differences between tax systems of a 

number of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development countries continue to 

provide a market for Offshore Finance Centres”.  

Socially, Jersey wishes to limit the growth of their population. Controlling the population is 

challenging in practice as increased mobility makes it difficult to define local people who are given 

preferential treatment in regarding housing, benefits or jobs. Also, it is impossible to control most of 

the causes of population change, such as births, deaths, marriages to local people and emigration 

(Boleat, 2010).  

It appears that the current rate of population growth could be a bigger concern to Jersey than the 

sustainability of its main industries. There’s a risk that the supply and demand balance of the limited 

resources on the island could become unsustainable as human demand begins to outweigh supply; 

causing a strain of the island’s economy as more resources need to be imported to maintain a 

suitable standard of living for the island’s population. As a result, the environment may also be 

forfeited to increase the island’s infrastructure to cope with a larger population. 

For an island with dominant traditional cultures, Huang (1998) advises that an alternative approach 

to ICM development should be promoted, stating: 

“The customary systems, structures and processes should form the basis of ICZM, they shouldn’t be 

merely included in it. Such an approach requires ICZM to be based on the scale of the 'most effective 

management unit', be it the village, district or whole island. The level at which ICZM should be 

developed must be identified individually by each nations”.   

The evidence provided suggests that this is also the adopted mind set of the States of Jersey. 

Although it could be said that this is not a truly integrated approach regarding ICZM; integration 

comes the sense of embracing the culture, traditions and established management systems of 

Jersey, enabling the state to maintain a best practice approach with the resources they already have.  
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Some characteristics of 
a Small Island State 
relevant to Jersey 

Evidence to support this statement 

Economic 

Limited terrestrial 
resource base – lack of 
self-sufficiency in  food 
supplies 

Shacklady (2012) stated that 99.6% of what is needed to live comes though port 
0.5tonnes of cargo. Items included everything from food and clothing to fuel, 
(heavy oil, diesel, liquid gas marine and aviation fuel). (Port and Harbour, 2010) 
 
Shacklady also identified that the Jersey Coastguard is funded by the Ports of Jersey 
[PoJ] - user pays £1.60/tonne of cargo go to fund the coastguard, 1.8mil/ year to 
fund. This revenue is generated by cargo dues – user pays. 
 
Shacklady continues that the annual turnover of the PoJ is £16.9mil, (including the 
Coastguard). However from this, the PoJ contributes to other budgets including a 
return to the treasury 600,000k/pa. The PoJ makes £2mil/pa gross profit outside of 
these payments. 

Lack of indigenous 
energy resources – 
export of fuel such as 
fossil reliant. 

Product supply and 
domestic consumption 
industries difficult to 
establish (difficult to 
affect the economies of 
scale). 

Exploit intrinsically 
attractive land and 
seascapes as tourist 
destinations (most 
intensive development 
of tertiary sector, mainly 
supported by overseas 
investment and only a 
small fraction of profits 
reinvested locally). 

De Cartaret (2012) identified several reasons for the visitor increase; including the 
strong relationship between the  £:€ (a strong exchange equals  increased visitor 
numbers e.g. the German visitor ratio has peaked and troughed over the last 15 
years in relation to the £:€); flight availability and additional capacity; marketing; 
and suitability toward European visitors vacation needs. (Tourism and recreation, 
2012) 
 
De Cartaret (2012) states the current advertising strap line for Jersey is 'The 
warmest place in the British Isles'; claiming that this  applies to both its 
temperature and warmth of feeling toward the island (Jersey Met Office provided 
data to statistically prove it is the warmest location the British Isles, ensuring this 
was a valid claim).  
 
De Cartaret 92012) continues with the German customer tends to be more 
environmentally aware, older and sedate, or couples. The French are younger, focus 
on shopping, good food, and a British type of experience. Also visiting the offshore 
islands of Brittany and the Channel Islands  is part of their culture. It is suggested 
that Jersey is a good tourism model, as visitors integrate into life of the island 
(There is a residential inhabitancy of 97000, with up to 13000 visitors at any one 
point). 
 
The States Tourism Department tries to promote indigenous events in Jersey as 
these are most successful and built over a period of time. The main event held in 
Jersey are  

• Battle of Flowers (most important and famous Jersey event, established 104 
years ago).  

• National air display 

• The Food festival.  
 
De Cartaret concludes that the overall value (visitor spends) of the Jersey tourism 
industry is currently £242million/pa, which is a relatively small part of Jersey 
economy (compared to the Finance Industry - producing over £1billion/ pa). 
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Set up of industries 
based on component 
assembly (offshore 
industries need a 
favourable tax and 
regulatory regime) 

The Jersey Enterprise (n.d) state Jersey is “a pro-business Island, ideally positioned 
for you to invest, grow and prosper; providing the perfect location for you future 
European operations. Jersey Enterprise provides solutions to enable you to develop 
your business within the Island”; suggesting Jersey is highly rewarding and low risk 
in its Business Proposition. 
 
In relation to been a highly rewarding business location; Jersey Enterprise states 
that it has low tax rates regarding corporate, individual and property tax and no 
capital or inheritance tax rates, adding that it has a pro-business approach with 
high growth and a world class support and advice system. It also claims minimum 
state interference; major new office developments proposed; and close links to the 
City of London. And it’s an International Centre of Excellence for professional 
services. 
  
Regarding low risk, Jersey Enterprise claims that Jersey has an International quality 
lifestyle such as it been an English speaking island with a French influenced culture; 
it has a safe and stable environment respecting privacy and individual freedom and 
the Island has excellent. Modern services including high performing schools, clean 
health services and extensive outdoor leisure and sporting facilities. (Jersey 
Enterprise, n.d).  

Low taxation regimes – 
encouraged setting up 
offshore financial 
industries. Success may 
prevent membership in 
supranational and 
international 
organisations – major 
reason why Jersey isn’t 
in the EU. Ex-pat 
presence = wage and 
property and other 
sources of inflation 
likely. 

Reliance on a small 
range of export 
orientated (foreign 
payment earning) cash 
crops  

The Jersey Royal Potatoes are worth approx. £25million/ year (the only potato 
brand, exported mainly to the UK). (Tourism and recreation, 2012). Seetanah 
(2010) suggestions that Island economies face huge difficulties in developing their 
economies because of geographical and resource limitations. Land remains the 
scarcest resource and few nations have sufficient natural resources to develop 
industries such as mining, agriculture and manufacturing to  a scale that would 
provide significant economic revenues;  Jersey over relies on over half the land for a 
single crop production. 
 
As stated by Shacklady (2012) everything that is required to sustain an inhabitance 
has to be imported in – mainly from the UK as a result of the limited agricultural 
space available. 

Productivity of 
subsistence agriculture 
often limited 

Employment will be low 
skill, poorly paid, often 
seasonal and preferring 
one labour market 
sector. 

In relation to tourism employment, de Cartaret (Tourism and recreation, 2012) 
identifies that the industry currently employs approx. 6000 non-resident workers a 
year, the majority from Poland Portugal or the UK.  It’s a topical situation due to 
high local unemployment by Jersey standards. (At present, approx. 1500 locally 
unemployed out of 40000 residents of workable age which is 3-4%). Rather than 
foreign seasonal workers, employers are encouraged to employ unemployed locals; 
however there are some skills gaps need to be addressed. Major initiatives, such as 
the announcement regarding the distribution industry in relation to low value 
consignment relief (send thing out of the island to the UK is ending) is also causing 
more unemployment. The aim is to encourage young locals to take these jobs, as 
from a tourist perspective it is better to be served by a permanent resident of the 
island than a seasonal immigrant (a perception of a better quality of service due to 
local knowledge). 

A lack of management & 
entrepreneurial skills 
within small labour 
force 

Most island states lack 
an economy and labour 
force with sufficient 
adaptive capacity 
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Seawater desalination 
plants – issues with 
supply outweighing 
demand, however 
avoids problems of 
freshwater scarcity. 

As population and pollution increase and lifestyles and weather patterns change 
the demand for fresh water increases. Jersey’s underground reserve is limited; 
rainwater is the main fresh water supply, causing vulnerability during low rainfall or 
drought (Jersey Water, 2012).  
 
To support this demand, Jersey Water commissioned the first desalination plant in 
the UK in 1970. By 1997 it reached the end of its operational life, been replaced in 
1999. The current plant has a freshwater output quantity of ≤400 megalitres/ day. 
(Jersey Water, 2012).  
 
The need for desalination plant in Jersey is increasing as cumulative monthly 
rainfall has been lower than the 141 year average of 850.9mm/year in both 2010 
(842.5mm) and 2011 (772.7mm.) (Jersey Water, 2012). Water in store recorded by 
Jersey water for 2010 and 2011 was 2679 and 2144 megalitres respectively. The 10 
year average was 2395 megalitres. (Jersey Water, 2012). In 2010 and 2011, Jersey 
consumed a total of 7218 and 7148 megalitres respectively (Jersey Water, 2012).; 
suggesting as much as 4539 - 5004 megalitres/ year from desalination are required. 

High costs in attempting 
to create and maintain a 
balanced skills base (rely 
on other larger states 
for specialist services 
such as Higher 
Education, scientific 
survey and research etc) 

Jersey has no Higher Education establishment. However, in partnership with the 
University of Plymouth and London South Bank University, The Highlands College, St 
Saviour offer limited Higher Education opportunities (Highlands College, 2012). The 
courses provided are two Bachelor degrees (Financial Services or Social Sciences) 
and six foundation degrees - four are Accounting and Finance and/or Business 
related, one is Childhood Studies and one is Art and design (Highlands College, 
2012). Applications typically made to UK based universities,  such as Nottingham, 
Plymouth and Cardiff are made for other subjects (This is Jersey, 2012) 

Social  

High density population, 
especially within the 
Coastal Zone in relation 
to the islands size.  

Bisson (2012) identified that there is a high volume of immigration in Jersey. 50% of 
today’s population are Jersey born, A lot of English and French (from the Normandy 
region) have migrated to Jersey over the centuries however, since 1960’s there is 
also a large Portuguese and Polish community. This is supported by de Cartaret 
(2012) stating that there is a large Portuguese and Polish community in Jersey 
working in the Hospitality industry.  
 
The Chief Minister of Jersey, Terry le Seuer (2009) stated  “the island could support 
a population of 100,000 with improvements to housing, roads and other 
infrastructure”, adding  “migration would have to be capped to avoid damaging 
Jersey's environment” (BBC, 2009). This suggests that Jersey is almost at maximum 
capacity in 2012 at 97,857. 
 
Boleat (2010) conducted an investigation into the history of Jersey’s population. He 
identified that net migration has a more significant impact on population 
fluctuation rather than natural increase. For the period 1821-2008 census reports, 
medical health reports and annual States’ Report were used to collate population 
data. This identified that from 1821-1951 the natural population increase totalled 
29,412 (mean yearly average [MYA] 210) and the total migration was -2810 (mean 
yearly average -20). However, in the following period (1961-2008) the total natural 
increase was 8514 (MYA 181), with total net migration at 27796 (MYA 591). This 
switch in fluctuation dominance also co-insides with the introduction of the 
Financial Services industry. However, based on these figures, if Jersey’s population 
was to continue increasing at the average rate identified from 1961-2008, the 
predicted population will be in the region of 100,000 by 2090; suggesting an 
unsustainable population before the end of the 21st century. Over the last 50 years 
the main objective of population policy has been to restrict population to the same 
or slightly more than the prevailing level. 
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A unified sense of 
statehood difficult to 
achieve due to cultural 
differences within the 
individual Channel 
Islands, causing/ 
promoting an ‘inward-
looking attitude’. (Most 
small islands have 
conservative views due 
to isolation).  

Although Jersey has a vested loyalty to the British Crown, and to the State of Jersey, 
there is virtually no relationship or loyalty to other Channel Island states.  There is 
also evidence to suggest this ‘individualism’ has an historical base, creating a 
conservative, traditionalist culture that is resistant to change. Bisson (2012) 
explained: 
The island was originally part of the Duchy of Normandy (prior to the 1066 Battle of 
Hastings). The Angevin Empire that began with the reign of King Henry II provided a 
period of stability, creating the ‘divide’ between the Channel islands (Angevin kings 
ruled on the principle that each of the islands in the dominion should be governed 
by its own native laws and customs). Although King John  set the foundations for 
the modern administrative system in Jersey; many of the Normandy French customs 
remained – the use of Bailiwicks, the appointment of a Bailiff (Warden) etc. Division 
between the islands increased in the latter middle ages when separate wardens 
were appointed for the individual Channel Islands and (the Captain or the 
Governor). Today each islandl has a Lieutenant Governor, representing the Queen. 
Until the early 17th century wardens were still responsible for civil and military 
government of each island, after this time they were responsible for civil and 
military affairs respectively – the basis for modern self-government. The States of 
Jersey were confirmed by King George III as the islands sole legislative authority 
only subject on to the sanction of its laws by the privy council. In 1856 the 
administration modernised creating a system similar to the one held today (see 
introduction – the current system was created after a reform just after WW2). 
Although Jersey is a self-governing State, the Crown has allowed Jersey to 
progressively self-govern for centuries (eg. The circuit courts from the UK ceased to 
visit in the mid 1300’s, leaving Jersey’s Royal court to issue political orders 
independently – although they could not alter them without the Privy Council).  

Industries such a 
tourism and offshore 
banking introduce 
affluent people that can 
generate unrealistic, 
indeed unrealisable, 
aspirations of living 
standards and lifestyle.  
 
 

Jersey’s status as being part of the UK for many practical purposes but independent 
in respect of tax, together with the natural attractions of the Island, have made it 
an attractive destination for wealthy British residents seeking to avoid tax 
particularly retired middle class, military and colonial officers in the early 19th 
century (Boleat, 2010) (Societe Jersaise, 2012).  
 
Wealthy immigrants account for a small percentage of the population, however 
they make a huge contribution to the island’s economy (through tax payments, and 
spending power - especially in respect of housing, domestic staff and restaurants). 
(Boleat, 2010). 
 
 The finance industry has important connections to wealthy immigrants, and may 
have developed from services to them. It has contributed to the maintenance of the 
hospitality industry, by serving business travellers. (Boleat, 2010). However, the 
tourism industry has its foundations in the post war period of the 1940-50s as a 
result of the British Rail ferry link, providing free travel to British Rail employees; 
Jersey was the furthest employees could travel to using the company’s travel 
warrants (Tourism and recreation, 2012). 
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Environmental 

Loss of ecosystem 
biodiversity due to 
development over 
centuries related to the 
introduction of 
commercial crop 
economies and 
introduced pests. 

PInel (2012) identified the land south of the Mere de Morville, has been farmed for 
centuries. The Oak woodland once in this area was cleared for building material. 
(Ecology 1, 2012) 
 
The Jersey Royal new potato is very lucrative for  farmers. Due to Jersey’s southerly 
location, it matures early, is harvested early when they are quite small, and the 
crops are exported to the UK. However a second yield isn’t made from the fields. 
Once harvested, the farmers leave the land until the following spring. The problems 
are that a significant proportion of the land surface remains unused and covered 
for long periods preventing species such as migrating and farmland birds from 
obtaining the food underneath. Also, Irrigation is a problem for the ground water 
table. The potato is quite a hungry crop so a lot of water is put onto them. As there 
is no crop rotation, this builds up a lot of pests and diseases in the soil. To overcome 
this, harsh chemicals are used to control the number of pests/ disease. To feed the 
crop, a huge amount of nutrients is put on the fields too, (particularly nitrogen).This 
leaches though the soil very quickly, particularly with sandy soils, getting into the 
ground water table causing more problems. Jersey does have a de-nitrification 
plant for the water distribution system. There is also a desalination plant that is ran 
sometimes and water is pumped into the reservoir. The catchment for the reservoir 
near Les Mielles goes through a lot of potatoes fields, making nitrogen levels very 
high. Water is also mixed from all the islands reservoirs so water suitable for human 
consumption. (Ecology 2, 2012) 
 
Strict laws protecting the Jersey Cow breed, make it difficult to bring in livestock to 
try and maintain a disease free status Over the last 5 years, laws have been relaxed 
enabling livestock to be brought in under licence to develop a local meat farming 
industry. A major amendment to   legislation occurred regarding seaman imports. 
Where the heards had been managed locally and seaman exported; now seaman is 
been imported as the heard size has declined, to a point where a breeding program 
is hard to manage.  (Ecology 2, 2012) 
 
Grasslands are some of the riches and diverse habitat in Jersey and grazing is very 
important for the vegetation.  There used to be a large sheep and grazing cattle 
industry to manage this. Ability to get gazing animals in some  sites has declined (a 
result of cows needing to be close to the dairies in milking season; farmers are 
reluctant to put expensive cattle on the cliffs to graze when the cattle are dry or 
calving). Beef cows are now been introduced as it is of less important to be near the 
farm and weight for weight they are less valuable. Imports of the Manx Lantern 
sheep from the Isle of Mann have been introduced to keep the bracken down in the 
North Coast (which has been a significant problem for the last 200 years). This has 
resulted in more grazing opportunities on conservation land. (Ecology 2, 2012) 

Conservation and 
protection practices are 
difficult to apply due to 
continuing pressures, 
inadequate funding and 
the small size of plant 
and animal populations 
living at the margins of 
biological viability. 
Mono-cultural cropping (or 
the cultivation of a 
restricted range of cash 
crops) can result in erosion 
and degradation of island 
soils.  
 
 

Problems with waste 
disposal due to a 
resource intensive 
commercial economy.  
Landfill not suitable 
when there is intense 
competition for space. 

Les Mielles Nature Reserve which is the oldest nature reserve is a serious of 
municipal tips. Over the past couple of centuries the sand was quarried and left 
large, deep holes. During the early 1970s these were used to store the entire 
island’s waste. This caused problems such as chemical leakage. Tourism was still 
quiet big at this time and one of the best tourist beaches was been destroyed from 
the leakage going under the sea wall (strips of brown - rust, and green - potassium 
waste). Sea gulls flocked at the open tips - public concern. To combat this, an 
Incinerator plant built and the area was restored in late 1970s (Ecology 1, 2012). 

Table 4: Characteristics of Small Island States adopted by Jersey and evidence to support this. (Carter, 

2012) 
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